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To combine the increase of everyone’s wellbeing with
sustainability is one of the greatest challenges for
contemporary development. According to Amartya
Sen, if we have obligations towards future generations,
we also have obligations towards current generations.
This issue becomes particularly central in the perspective of 2012, a key year representing a double deadline:
that of the new Rio Conference on the environment
and development, 20 years after 1992, and that of the
formal recognition by the International Commission
on Stratigraphy, that we live in a new era: the anthropocene. The increasing responsibility of human societies, not only towards the planet, but also towards our
future needs to be highlighted.
It is fundamental to match this responsibility with instruments of governance capable of implementing truly
sustainable policies. In fact, the legitimate increase of
environmental concerns provokes an increase of technical devices and of regulations. It is not rare that these
responses to environmental challenges end up not
considering social and spatial justice or to reinforce
existing access inequalities.
To be able to conceive this governance, it is essential
to rethink the practices of planning. In fact, the choices
and the compromises must fit within the construction
of a long term democratic society that is performed at
the same time from social, environmental and spatial
points of view. However, since the end of the 1980s,
planning has almost disappeared from public policy
under the pressure of a combination of individualism,
of the prevalence of urgency, of the research of short
term social, political, economic profitability. Moreover, the end of the cold war gave birth to a more uncertain world, where forecasting is more difficult. It is
true that planning as it was—normative and based on
archaic analytical tools—had several perverse effects,
which are at the basis of its failures. Nevertheless,
while not “fashionable” anymore, it survives under the
masque of proto-planning, using other names: at the
local, regional, national (Agenda 21, Climate Plans,
etc.), and international level (European Framework
Programs—it is the seventh cycle!—, Sustainable Development Strategies, etc.).

It is possible, these days, to conceive a new kind of
planning that takes in consideration at the same time
social justice and environmental sustainability, based
on tools and notions such as:
• Coupled human-environment systems (HES) at
the heart of sustainability science;
• Participatory mechanisms of co-construction of
political choices;
• New information models integrating uncertainty.
The recurring question of which coordination mechanisms are needed at the local, regional, national or
international scale is central here. Decision-making
processes need to be understood on the basis of the
following questions: Who decides on necessary compromises and on planning mechanisms? Which control
and validation methods are possible? These questions
are major issues for the theorization of sustainability
and for its implementation.
These first “rencontres” mark the launching of a European focal point for Sustainability Science in Reims.
Sustainability Science—that can hardly be translated into French—represents an emerging discipline
(http://m.pnas.org/content/104/6/1737). Its formal
birth dates back to the 2001 Amsterdam Conference
Challenges of a Changing Earth. Sustainability science
addresses action on sustainable development. This presupposes a multiscale approach—temporal, spatial,
and functional—, as well the inclusion of dynamic
equilibria, not only of an economic, physical-chemical
or biological kind, but also between actors and societies whose interests may be divergent. It correspond to
use-inspired research, which is based on the postulate
that the greatest scientific achievements in whatever
domain take place in the framework of research applied
to concrete needs of human societies. This research is,
therefore, at the same time “basic” and “applied”. It is
about science (natural and social) and technology for
sustainability.
This European focal point will be a place for theoretical construction of research programs that privilege
interfaces among disciplines. Every year, it will organize a thematic intensive workshop, bringing together
a wide partnership.
François Mancebo

Program
Wednesday, June 22nd
9:30 AM:

Welcome around a coffee pot

10:00 AM:
		
		

Opening
François Mancebo (Professor, University of Reims, Director of the Planning Section of the HABITER Lab,
Coordinator of BABEL)

Keynote speeches of the first day:
10:30 AM:
		

Entering the Anthropocene: climate change and poverty are coupled challenges.
Ignacy Sachs (EHESS, Honorary Professor)

11:30 AM:
		
		

Linking knowledge with action for a sustainability transition: The challenge to planning
William Clark (Harvard University, Director of the Sustainability Science Program, Harvey Brooks Professor
of International Science, Public Policy and Human Development)

12:30 PM:

Lunch break

First Session:
2:30 PM:
		

Sustainable Territorial Resources: Redistribution Or Hold Up
Bernard Pecqueur (University of Grenoble, Director of the Territories Section of the PACTE Lab)

3:15 PM:
		
		

Environmental Risk, Justice And Sustainable Territorial Development: The Challenges Ahead In The Context
Of Climate Change
Isabelle Maret (University of Montreal, Associate Professor)

4:00 PM:
		

Soft Mobility: Justice, Safety, Sustainability
Paul Lewis (University of Montreal, Director of the School of Architecture and Landscape)

4:45 PM:
		

Normation, Regulation And Sustainable Planning: An International Relations Perspective
Jon-Marco Church (Harvard University, Ruffolo Fellow in Sustainability Science)

Contribution of our partners and supporters:
5:30 PM:
		
		

Combining social justice and sustainability in environmental services and industrial business:
Suez Environnement»
Thomas Perianu (Vice-President Strategic Analysis and Sustainable Development at Suez-Environnement)

6:15 PM:
		

Fostering Equity and Societal Progress: UNITAR’s E-learning Program
Babar Kamal (Manager à l’United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR))

Thursday, June 23rd
10:00 AM:

Welcome around a coffee pot

Keynote speeches of the second day:
10:30 AM:
		
		

Reinventing Globalization: National Development Strategies and International Collective Action
Deepak Nayyar (Jawaharlal Nehru University, Professor of Economics, Honorary Fellow at Balliol College,
Oxford University)

11:30 AM:
		

Renewing Development Planning: The Necessary Prevalence Of Political Choices
Christian Comeliau (Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies of Geneva, Honorary Professor)

12:30 PM:

Lunch break

Second Session:
2:30 PM:
		
		

Strategic Environmental Assessment: A Planning Tool For Sustainability
Emilio Labre La Rovere (Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Director of LIMA – Interdisciplinary Lab on the
Environment).

3:15 PM:
		

Economic Democracy: meeting some management challenges
Ladislau Dowbor (Pontifical University of Sao Paulo, Professor of Economics)

4:00 PM:
		

Time and the Market: a retrospective on the last 30 years of environmental economics and climate economics
Jean-Charles Hourcade (CIRED, Director, Research Director at the CNRS)

4:45 PM:
		

Synthesis And Launching Of The Focal Point On Sustainability Studies
François Mancebo (Professor, University of Reims, Coordinator of BABEL)

5:15 PM:

Closure of the second day

General Information:

Free registration: http://www.univ-reims.fr/habiter
Contact : Sébastien Piantoni, labo-habiter@univ-reims.fr
The Conference will take place at:
Amphithéâtre Recherche (bâtiment 13)
UFR Lettres et Sciences-Humaines
57 rue Pierre Taittinger
51100 Reims

How to get there?

From the train station Champagne-Ardenne TGV: Tram B – Station Campus Croix-Rouge
From the train station Reims-Centre: Tram A or Tram B – Station Campus Croix-Rouge

